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SAFE HANDLING AND RELEASE GUIDELINES FOR SEABIRDS 

Suppl_CMM 2018-03 

 

Bycatch in pelagic longline fisheries is one of the greatest threats to seabirds, particularly 

albatrosses and petrels.  

 

This proposal is aimed at meeting the requirements of para 11 of CMM 2018-03 - ensuring that 

seabirds captured alive are released alive and in as good a condition as possible and that, wherever 

possible, hooks are removed without jeopardizing the life of the seabird concerned. 

 

SC15 noted that some seabirds are captured and released alive, with higher chances of survival 

when safe handling procedures are implemented. Together with the implementation of effective 

seabird bycatch mitigation measures, safe handling and release of seabirds will help reduce the 

impact of pelagic longline and other hook fisheries bycatch on these vulnerable seabirds. 

 

The guidelines on Hook Removal from Seabirds, developed by the Agreement on the Conservation 

of Albatrosses and Petrels (ACAP), are recommended as non-binding guidelines for safe handling 

and release of live caught seabirds in all WCPFC pelagic longline and other hook fisheries. 

 

The current ACAP guidelines, in a range of languages, are freely available on the ACAP website: 

https://acap.aq/en/resources/bycatch-mitigation . The format of the advice has been tailored to 

fishing vessel crew. The current ACAP guidelines are provided in Appendix 1. 

 

  

https://acap.aq/en/resources/bycatch-mitigation
https://acap.aq/en/resources/bycatch-mitigation


2 
 

Appendix 1. Hook release guidelines developed by the Agreement on the Conservation of 

Albatrosses and Petrels 
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